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CHOCTAW’S RANDY ROSS 
TAPPED AS 2014 DON RIDER AWARD WINNER 

Award honors state’s most outstanding municipal official 

 

 OKLAHOMA CITY – Randy Ross, Choctaw Mayor, is the recipient of the 2014 Don Rider Award. He 

was presented the award during last night’s Oklahoma Municipal League Annual Awards Banquet.  



     Ross is the twenty-seventh recipient of the award, which honors the late Don Rider, former OML 

executive director. The citation, named in his memory, recognizes a local official who has made outstanding 

long-term commitments to his or her community.  

In 2013, Ross was appointed by Governor Mary Fallin to serve on the Municipal Revenue Task Force.  

The task force was formed to review the manner in which cities are funded and look for ways to improve 

funding for cities.   He also serves on the Oklahoma Municipal League’s Liaison Board, which 

recommended changes to the manner in which the Oklahoma Tax Commission withheld cities’ sales tax 

dollars for collection and distribution.  Mayor Ross was very active in drafting HB 1875 which was signed 

by Governor Fallin this Session and in 2015 will result in cities across Oklahoma saving $10 million 

annually in fees.  

Ross has served as the Mayor of the City of Choctaw since 2004.  Ross’ focus on improving Choctaw 

is, without question, central to the position Choctaw finds itself in today with a booming retail base and a 

population growth rate that outstrips the national, state and metro area’s growth rate.  While Mayor Ross’ 

focus is on Choctaw he also supports the cities around him which is why he created the Eastern 

Oklahoma County Partnership.  The EOC Partnership is a collection of five cities working together on 

railroad expansion, high-speed road corridors and utility infrastructure as one voice in the Capitol and at 

ODOT. 

Mayor Ross serves on the Oklahoma Municipal League Board as well as the Oklahoma Legislative 

Committee.  He is currently the Executive Director of the Oklahoma Accountancy Board. 

The other finalists for the award were David Benham, Asst. Fire Chief, Town of Marland; Dan 

Blankenship, Utilities Authority Director, City of Stillwater; Damon Devereaux, Chief of Police, City of 

Guthrie; and Elizabeth Jones, Community Development Director, City of Moore. 
 

-END- 
 
OML is a statewide, non-profit corporation representing cities and towns statewide. The League serves as 
spokesperson for municipalities at state and federal government levels to achieve local objectives.  
By working together through the League, municipal officials formulate programs and unite in concerted action 
benefiting their communities.  


